Chapter XIII
THE   REAL   ADVANTAGES  THAT  AMERICAN   SOCIETY
DERIVES   FROM  DEMOCRATIC   GOVERNMENT
BEFORE I enter upon the subject of the present
Chapter I am induced to remind the reader of what
I have more than once adverted to in the course of
this book. The political institutions of the United
States appear to me to be one of the forms of govern-
ment which a democracy may adopt ; but I do not
regard the American Constitution as the best, or as
the only one, which a democratic people may establish.
In showing the advantages which the Americans
derive from the government of democracy, I am
therefore very far from meaning, or from believing,
that similar advantages can only be obtained from the
same laws.
The defects and the weaknesses of a democratic
^<^vernment may be discovered very readily ; they
'are demonstrated by the most flagrant instances,
while its beneficial influence is less perceptibly
exercised. A single glance suffices to detect its evil
consequences, but its good qualities can only be
discerned by long observation. The laws of the
American democracy are frequently defective or in-
complete ; they sometimes attack vested rights, or
give a sanction to others wrhich are dangerous to the
community ; but even if they were good, the frequent
changes which they undergo would be an evil. How
comes it, then, that the American republics prosper
and maintain their position ?
^ In the consideration of laws a distinction must be
carefully observed between the end at which they aim
and the means by which they are directed to that end,
between their absolute and their relative excellence.
If it be the intention of the legislator to favour the
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